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running out of time as an international commu-
nity to move toward peace and reconciliation 
in the region. We are running out of time for 
the victims and those who remember the trag-
edy to come together and heal. 

A clear recognition of this atrocity would af-
firm that the Armenian Genocide is not an 
opinion, but a widely documented fact sup-
ported by a body of historical evidence. Forty 
three states including Minnesota have recog-
nized, by legislation or proclamation, the Ar-
menian Genocide. Fortunately the Ottoman 
Empire no longer exists. However, people liv-
ing in the region, and especially the descend-
ants of the Armenian victims, deserve to have 
an accurate reflection of history acknowledged 
in order to move forward toward peace and 
reconciliation. As a Member of Congress, I 
want the United States to officially call the 
events of 100 years ago a genocide inflicted 
upon the ancestors of Armenian-Americans. 
Furthermore, our government should call on 
our NATO ally—Turkey—to acknowledge their 
historic responsibility. 

On this 100th anniversary, my thoughts and 
prayers are with the families and ancestors of 
victims of this international crime against hu-
manity. Let us remember and pray for the vic-
tims we never have met. Let us pray for those 
who survived and lived lives of courage. And, 
let us pray for the Armenian community in 
Minnesota, across the U.S. and all around the 
world who stand united in honoring your an-
cestors and in pursuing the truth with perse-
verance, honor, and dignity. As we reflect on 
this tragedy let us also reinforce our own re-
solve, as Americans, to prevent future geno-
cides. 
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IN HOPES THAT JAPANESE PRIME 
MINISTER SHINZO ABE WOULD 
UPHOLD INTERNATIONAL JUS-
TICE AND ADDRESS COMFORT 
WOMEN ISSUES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this year marks 
an important year for the United States and 
Japan as August 15th will be the 70-year anni-
versary of the Japanese surrender and the 
end of World War II. This upcoming anniver-
sary comes on the heels of Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s historic address to a 
joint session of the United States Congress, 
the first time a Japanese head of state has 
delivered such an address. While our two 
countries have experienced the pains of war 
and peace, I am looking forward to this his-
toric speech in order for Prime Minister Abe to 
not merely highlight our strong alliance built 
over since 1945 but also to deliver justice for 
women who have endured irreparable harm 
and trauma in the years before 1945. 

In the past, the joint session on the House 
floor has been used as a platform to call for 
peace by some of the world’s greatest leaders 
such as Winston Churchill, Charles de Gaulle 
and Nelson Mandela. His speech on April 29 
would be a great opportunity for Abe to do the 
same. In particular, it would be significant for 
him to acknowledge the pain and suffering of 
comfort women, a phrase used to describe 
hundreds of thousands of women, mostly Ko-

rean, whom former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton correctly pointed out were ‘‘enforced 
sex slaves’’ for Japanese soldiers during the 
war. 

The plight of the comfort women was ad-
dressed by the U.S. Congress in 2007, when 
the U.S. House of Representatives unani-
mously passed House Resolution 121, which 
called upon the government of Japan to for-
mally acknowledge, apologize and accept his-
torical responsibility for its coercion of young 
women into sexual slavery during its colonial 
and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pa-
cific Islands in the 1930s and throughout 
World War II. 

Eight years later, the Japanese government 
has not officially issued the apology, and there 
are only 53 Korean comfort women living. 
Among them is Lee Yong-soo, who had the 
courage to testify before Congress for the pas-
sage of House Resolution 121. I met her sev-
eral times over the years and was moved to 
hear of her story of survival. Lee Yong-soo’s 
journey is a reflection of the horrors of war but 
also demonstrates our collective need to make 
amends for the things that were committed. 

In an effort to overcome the shadows of our 
past since World War II, the United States and 
Japan have built and maintained an unbreak-
able alliance. Japan’s political and financial 
support has substantially strengthened the 
U.S. position on a variety of global issues, in-
cluding countering the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant and terrorism in all its forms; 
working to stop the spread of the Ebola epi-
demic; advancing environmental and climate 
change goals; maintaining solidarity in the 
face of Russian aggression in eastern 
Ukraine; assisting developing countries; coun-
tering piracy; and standing up for human rights 
and democracy. Additionally, Japan is cur-
rently our 4th largest trading partner with $204 
billion in goods traded during 2013. 

My recent visit to Japan reaffirmed my belief 
that the U.S.-Japan relationship is the corner-
stone of our security interests throughout Asia 
and the world. Our bond is essential to re-
gional stability and is based on our mutual val-
ues, including the preservation and promotion 
of political and economic freedoms, respect for 
human rights and democratic institutions and 
securing of prosperity for the people of both 
countries and the international community as a 
whole. 

Japan is one of the world’s greatest leaders 
and most reliable partners in the fight for 
peace. Prime Minister Abe’s mention of this 
human rights violation would send a message 
to the world that the lingering pain of the com-
fort women is real and it would further convey 
Japan’s commitment to human rights and 
peace in the region. 

As a veteran myself, I know firsthand that 
war creates immeasurable pain and suffering 
on all sides. With so many Americans risking 
their lives in war, it is crucial for today’s lead-
ers to promote healing in order to continue to 
make this world a better place for future gen-
erations. I hope that Prime Minister Abe would 
move history forward in advancing diplomacy 
and ensuring Japan remains a pillar of peace, 
stability and an advocate of human rights in 
the region and the world. 

RECOGNIZING THE POSITIVE IM-
PACT OF THE RIVERSIDE COUN-
TY CHILD CARE CONSORTIUM 
AND ITS PARTNERS ON THE 5TH 
ANNUAL DAY OF THE YOUNG 
CHILD 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate and recognize the extraordinary work 
of the Riverside County Child Care Consor-
tium and their partners on the success of the 
5th Annual Day of the Young Child/Dı́a de los 
Niños celebration. 

The cities of Cathedral City, Coachella and 
La Quinta are proud participants of this impor-
tant celebration. The planning committee of 
the Week of the Young Child (WOYC) in 2015 
served our communities tirelessly and devoted 
themselves to raising awareness about the 
needs of young children and their parents and 
the importance of early childhood programs. 

The Coachella Valley is home to more than 
10,000 children under age six. More than half 
of these children are involved in Early Child-
hood Programs for at least part of their day in 
the over 4,300 licensed child care spaces in 
the Coachella Valley. 

WOYC’s annual celebration event is spon-
sored by the National Association for the Edu-
cation of Young Children (NAEYC). This is the 
nation’s largest early childhood association, 
with almost 80,000 members and over 300 af-
filiates, including Riverside County. 

This event celebrates the contribution of or-
ganizations, community members and parents 
who support the well-being of our children and 
the future of our nation. 

I would like to thank WOYC committee, the 
cities of Coachella, La Quinta, Cathedral City 
and the Riverside County Child Care Consor-
tium for their efforts this year in making our 
community a better place for future genera-
tions. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GREENWOOD 
LABORATORY SCHOOL STU-
DENTS’ NATIONAL MERIT SCHOL-
ARSHIP RECOGNITIONS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate four outstanding stu-
dents from Springfield, Missouri’s, Greenwood 
Laboratory School. Luke Ellickson received a 
National Merit Scholarship Commendation and 
Madelyn Stroder, Adam Brock and Matthew 
Woodward are National Merit Finalists. 

Upwards of 1.5 million students compete for 
the prestigious National Merit Scholarship. Of 
those, 50,000 are identified as high achievers 
and receive a ‘‘commendation.’’ 15,000 will be 
named as National Merit semi-finalists. Only 
7,600 are chosen as National Merit Finalist. 
These students fall in approximately the top 3 
percent of all high school students in the na-
tion. 

These four students represent 10 percent of 
the graduating class at Greenwood Laboratory 
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School. This is a testament to the quality of 
education they have received, as well as a 
testament to their own personal work ethic 
and academic abilities. 

These students’ exceptional devotion to 
their academic careers should be an inspira-
tion to us all. The Springfield community is 
justifiably proud of Mr. Ellickson, Miss Stroder, 
Mr. Brock and Mr. Woodward for all their ac-
complishments. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating them in this impressive 
achievement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL 
BRENT BOLANDER’S CHANGE OF 
COMMAND 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to ask for the House’s attention to 
recognize Colonel Brent Bolander who will 
have a change of command from Anniston 
Army Depot at the end of July. 

Colonel Bolander was commissioned as an 
Ordnance Officer upon graduation from the 
University of Nebraska at Kearney in 1987 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal 
Justice. His later education includes the Ord-
nance Officer Advanced Course; Logistics Ex-
ecutive Development Course; the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology, where he earned his Mas-
ter’s Degree in Logistics Management; the 
Command and General Staff College; and the 
National War College, where he earned his 
Master’s Degree in National Security and Stra-
tegic Studies. 

His previous assignments include Platoon 
Leader, Shop Officer, Battalion S4 and Head-
quarters Company Commander, 3rd Armored 
Division, 122nd Main Support Battalion, in 
Germany, deploying with the division to Oper-
ations Desert Shield, Desert Storm and Pro-
vide Comfort; Battalion S4 of the 42nd Medical 
Field Hospital, Deputy Brigade S4, Com-
mander of 156th Maintenance Company, Bri-
gade Inspector General, and later as Chief As-
sistance Branch, United States Army Armor 
Center and Fort Knox Inspector General, Fort 
Knox, KY; Support Operations Officer, 13th 
Corps Support Command, Fort Hood, Texas; 
Brigade S4, 101st Forward Support Battalion 
Support Operations Officer and Battalion Ex-
ecutive Officer, 1st Infantry Division, 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team (Mechanized), Fort Riley, 
KS; Aide-de-Camp to the Deputy Com-
manding General and as the Secretary to the 
General Staff, United States Army Materiel 
Command, Fort Belvoir, VA; Commander, 
302d Brigade Support Battalion; Operational 
Readiness Officer, Department of the Army 
G4 to include a three month deployment to 
Haiti; Support Operations Officer, Operation 
Unified Response. 

His most recent assignment was Senior Lo-
gistics Advisor and Director for Strategic Oper-
ations for the Deputy Commander Support 
Operations, NATO Training Mission-Afghani-
stan/Combined Security Transition Command- 
Afghanistan. 

Included in his awards and decorations are 
the Bronze Star Medal, six awards of the Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, Army Commendation 

Medal, five awards of the Army Achievement 
Medal, National Defense Service Medal with 
star, Southwest Asia Service Medal with three 
stars, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary and Service 
Medals, Korean Defense Service Medal, 
Armed Forces Service Medal, Humanitarian 
Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal 
with hourglass, Army Service Ribbon, Army 
Overseas Service Ribbon with 2 device, 
NATO Training Mission Afghanistan Medal, 
Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia), Ku-
wait Liberation Medal (Kuwait), Army Meri-
torious Unit Commendation and Department of 
the Army Staff Identification Badge. 

Colonel Bolander is married to the former 
Donna McDonald. They have three children, 
Jessie, Katherine, and Austin. He led and 
commanded Anniston Army Depot from Au-
gust 2012 to July 2015. 

The Depot has 4,000 military, civilian and 
contractor employees with an annual budget 
of approximately $750 million. 

While at Anniston Army Depot, he safely 
helped execute millions of direct labor hours 
while helping overhaul and maintain our na-
tion’s critical combat equipment. His hands-on 
leadership for the workforce helped ensure our 
nation’s military was provided the best pos-
sible equipment available to keep them as 
safe as possible while allowing them to ac-
complish their vital mission. 

Mr. Speaker, we will miss Colonel Bolander 
in Anniston, but wish him the very best. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SISTER 
VIANNEY FOR 54 YEARS OF 
DEDICATION TO RELIGIOUS LIFE 
AND EDUCATION 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate a prominent resident and educa-
tor in my congressional district, Sister 
Vianney, on her 54 years of dedication to 
Catholic religious life and education. 

Sister Vianney first became a nun on July 7, 
1961, with the Sisters of Mercy in Tullamore, 
Ireland, receiving the religious name ‘‘John 
Vianney’’. She arrived in Costa Mesa at the 
St. John the Baptist Parish and School and 
began her career as an educator on August 
31, 1962. During her career at the school, she 
first served as a second grade teacher, then 
Director of Religious Education, and finally for 
40 years was the principal of St. John the 
Baptist School. 

Sister Vianney holds a Diploma in Religious 
Studies from the Pontifical University of 
Maynooth, Ireland and a Masters in Education 
from Loyola Marymount University in Los An-
geles. 

During her tenure as principal, she made a 
special point of assisting special needs stu-
dents, instituting a full-time Learning Support 
program for them in 2000, which enabled hun-
dreds of such students maintain their dignity 
and self-worth in the context of a mainstream 
educational program. 

Sister Vianney was nominated for the Distin-
guished Principal of 1993 Award by the Dio-
cese of Orange and received the Bishop Vann 
Award for Outstanding Service to Catholic 

Education just a few months ago. In 2005, she 
was named one of the ‘‘100 Most Influential 
People who shaped Orange County in the last 
25 years’’ by the Orange County Register 
(ranking 49th on the list), and in 2013 was 
honored for her long service by the Costa 
Mesa Mayor and City Council. 

On June 19, 2015, the Mass of Farewell will 
be celebrated for her at St. John the Baptist 
Church. 

There are few educators anywhere who 
have had as profound an impact on so many 
students over so long a time as Sister 
Vianney, and I know as she leaves St. John 
the Baptist School that she carries with her 
the appreciation and fond wishes for a happy 
retirement of the many whose lives were 
shaped by her long educational career. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FORMER REPRESENT-
ATIVE ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life and work of former Rep-
resentative Robert W. Kastenmeier from Wis-
consin’s 2nd Congressional District. 

Bob Kastenmeier died on March 20 at his 
home in Arlington, VA at the age of 91. As we 
remember Bob’s life and his service to our 
country, our thoughts are also with his wife, 
Dorothy; their three sons William, Andrew, and 
Edward; and two grandchildren. 

Born on January 24, 1924 in Beaver Dam, 
Wisconsin, Bob later attended the University 
of Wisconsin Law School. During World War 
II, he interrupted his studies to serve in the 
U.S. Army in the Philippines. After the war, he 
returned to the University of Wisconsin to fin-
ish his law degree and practiced law in south-
ern Wisconsin until he was first elected to 
Congress in 1958. 

During his 32-year career in Congress, Bob 
was the standard bearer for Wisconsin’s proud 
tradition of public service and progressive val-
ues. Looking back, it turns out Bob was on the 
right side of history more often than not. 

As a courageous and principled public serv-
ant you could always count on Bob to speak 
truth to power. He opposed funding for the so- 
called House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee. He stood up to a president of his own 
party to criticize the Vietnam War. He contin-
ued to speak out as thousands of American 
GI’s, including more than 1,100 Wisconsinites, 
died in Vietnam. 

Bob Kastenmeier served during a tumul-
tuous period in our nation’s history that in-
cludes passage of the Civil Rights Act and 
Voting Rights Act, the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, the Vietnam War, and 
the impeachment trials for President Nixon. 
Through it all, Bob was quintessential Bob, a 
calming presence in Congress who held the 
institution to its values and principles. 

Bob leaves behind a long legacy as a 
champion for the people of Wisconsin and the 
United States. Through his leadership on the 
Judiciary Committee, Bob became a giant in 
the field of intellectual property law. Most nota-
bly, Bob helped draft and pass the landmark 
1976 Copyright Act, the first overhaul of U.S. 
copyright law since 1909. He was also influen-
tial in the passage of several patent, trade-
mark, and counterfeiting statutes. 
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